ISO Identification of Medicinal Products (IDMP) and its implication for herbals

What is IDMP?
A series of standards from the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) set out the elements required for the identification of medicinal products (IDMP), including one for substances 1, 2 .
IDMP addresses a worldwide demand for internationally harmonised specifications for medicinal products, in order to  simplify the exchange of data between regulators  improve pharmacovigilance and signal detection for adverse reactions  facilitate product recalls It has been adopted by the EU, the USA, Japan, and many other countries.
IDMP is being introduced for the registration of medicinal products in the EU from the last quarter of 2016, with full implementation envisaged in 2018. This will have implications for manufacturers of plant-based products regulated in the EU as medicines (herbal medicinal products), who will be required to submit data to EMA in accordance with the formats and terminologies set out in IDMP.
IDMP provides the conceptual framework for defining substances, and for assigning unique identifiers. It defines substances based on their scientific identity (i.e. what they are) rather than their use or method of production. Plants, and other organisms, are defined by their scientific name with author. The use of scientific names will address the serious health consequences that have arisen from use of other classes of name to identify herbal medicines 3 .
Kew's Medicinal Plant Names Services 4 (www.kew.org/mpns) is the maintenance authority for two controlled vocabularies (CVs) for IDMP, one for plant parts and the other for scientific plant names. These CVs are vital for consistency, efficient communication and the ability to find all products relating to one plant regardless of the alternative names used in the different jurisdictions regulating them. The final structure and content of these controlled vocabularies reflect regulatory demands, the wider IDMP goals and the complexity of scientific nomenclature. 
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